
















These consequences include development of branches that interfere with 
people or structures; weak, codominant stems; defects such as overextended 

branches; and accumulation of dead branches. In a forest these conditions 
may not be a concern, but in an urban environment they can pose risks to 
public safety, can threaten the health of trees, and may become unsightly. 
It is best to prune trees when they are young to establish strong branch 
architecture. Young trees can readily respond to pruning wounds. Reducing 

or removing diseased, infested, or broken branches is a common practice on 
mature trees. Often trees must be pruned when they are mature to reduce 
the likelihood of live or dead branch failure, whole tree failure, or to mitigate 
interference with infrastructure, buildings, other plants, or human activities. 

Pruning live branches reduces a tree's capacity to photosynthesize and 
manufacture sugar. Pruning also creates wounds the tree must expend energy 

to close and defend. Therefore, the costs and benefits of pruning healthy 
branches should be assessed when developing pruning objectives. Routine 

live-branch removal does not improve tree health, and some practices, such 
as lion-tailing, can have adverse effects on tree health and can increase the 

likelihood of branch failure. 
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Pruning Specifications 

Written specifications are key to good pruning because they communicate 
what is to be done. Specifications protect both the client and the arborist by 

ensuring that everyone clearly understands the objectives and scope of the work. 
Municipalities, utilities, commercial arborists, and property owners all benefit from 

using specifications. Commercial tree care companies should apply their national 

standards when writing pruning specifications. The United States, Germany, 

England, and other countries have national standards for tree pruning. 

Specifications should include the pruning systems, objectives, pruning cut type(s), 

size range of branches to remove, amount to remove, and location of branches 

(Table 6). Amount can be expressed as a percentage, size, length, or number of 

branches to be removed. Specifications should also include the time frame for 

completion, the plan for disposal or repurposing of debris, and a recommendation 

for re-inspection or re-pruning (pruning interval). 

The following are examples of pruning specifications. The specifications you 

develop should be based on client objectives and on the species, condition, 
and size of the trees to be pruned. 

Table 6. Information that should be included in written pruning specifications. 

• Plant name (common or genus and species)

• Location (address and place in the landscape)

• Pruning system to be applied (e.g., natural, pollard, topiary [hedge, shape])

• Pruning objective (e.g., manage risk, improve structure, clearance, manage size)

• Type of parts to remove (e.g., live or dead branches, fruit, mistletoe)

• Size range of branches to remove (e.g., diameter range, maximum or minimum

diameter, length)

• Location within the crown of the parts (e.g., whole crown, near house, over

street)

• Amount to remove (e.g., all [as with dead branches over 2 inches {S cm}

in diameter], number of branches, or a percentage of foliage [as with ~ten percent

of live branches])

• Plan for disposal of debris (e.g., remove all debris, chip brush, and leave wood chips,

leave firewood)

• Time frame for completion of the work (e.g., 2 weeks, over the winter, July)

• Re-inspection or pruning interval (e.g., 5 years, annual, monthly during the growing
season)

• Additional information as needed (e.g., topiary shape, clearance distances, desired
view)

◄
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2. All cuts shall be made in accordance with the ANSI A300 pruning

standard section 7.
3. No heading or shearing cuts shall be made with9ut authorization.

4. No more than one-third of the foliage shall be removed from an

individual tree without authorization.

5. All severed branches shall be removed by the end of the workday.

6. Work practices shall be consistent with the current ANSI A300

Part 1 pruning standard section 8 and the ANSI Z133 Standard.

Debris disposal: All debris will be removed from the work area and 

recycled as mulch or disposed of at the City green waste recycling center. 

Completion date: March 15. 
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Appendix 
International Society of Arboriculture - Best Management Practices 

Pruning Prescription 

Client ____________________ __________ Date __________ _ 

Client Contact _______________________________________ _ 

Arborist Tree Location 
------------ -------------------------

Number of trees __ Species __________________ DBH __ - _ _  Tag no. __ - __ 

Pr uning Objectives ______________ ___________ ____________ _ 

Trees marked with 
------- ------------------------ --------

Pruning System □Natural □Pollard □Topiary □Hedge □Espalier □Bonsai □Pleach □Fruit Details __________ _ 

Remove: 

□ Dead branches with cut types: □Branch removal □Reduction □Heading Cut size: □Min ____ to ____ Max 

□Whole crown □Outer □Center □Lower □Upper □Over/direction ___________________ _ 

Amount: DAIi □Number-___ -___ □ ___ % □Specific ____________________ _ 

□ Live branches with cut types: □Branch removal □Reduction □Heading □Shearing ______________ _ 

Cut size: Min __ to __ Max;; or Length of branches kept ___ __ Details _ _ _ _ ___ ___ _____ _ 

Location: □Whole crown □Lower □Upper □Outer □Center □Largest □Co-dom □Over/direction _________ _ 

□Clearance distance from _______ □View _______ Details ___ _ _________ _ 

Amount: □Number of branches - __ __ □ __ % □Details _____________________ _ 

□ Other parts: __ _____ DAII □Number □ __ % □Details _______________ __ _ 

□ Remove sprouts/branches from lower trunk/root collar: Max height __ □ All □Toward ________ __

Specifics _________________________________________ _ 

Debris: □Remove all □Leave all □Remove brush □Leave wood chips □Leave wood __ □ __ dia. cut to _ _ __ length 

Completion: Date/season _____________ □Call □Text □Email before coming ________ _ 

Re-inspection/Re-pruning interval _______________________________ _ 

Additional information ---------------------------------- ---

Cost Estimate ___ _ Signature ___________ _ Date _______ _ 

This is a proposal for pruning only, it should not be considered a tree risk assessment, if a full risk assessment is desired, contact me for a price and 

details. Arborist will attempt to remove all of the specified branches, however it cannot be guaranteed that all of the described branches will be seen and 

removed. Arborists in the tree have the discretions to modify these specifications depending on conditions they observe. Every attempt will be made to 

deliver this service on the specified date or season, but if weather conditions do not permit, the service may be delayed. 

This document was developed by the International Society of Arboriculture in 2019 and is available for all to modify or use in their business. 
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branch removal cut (previously termed a thinning cut or removal cut)­

pruning cut that removes the smaller of two branches at a union, or a 
parent stem. Removal cuts retain the branch bark rldge or branch collar 
and do not create a stub. 

cambium-thin layer(s) of meristematic cells that give rise (outward) to 
the phloem and (inward) to the xylem, increasing stem and root diameter. 

clean-arboricultural term used to describe selective pruning to remove 
one or more of the following: dead, diseased, infested, and/or broken 
branches. 

climbing spurs-sharp, pointed devices strapped to a climber's lower legs 
to assist in climbing poles or trees being removed. Also called spikes, gaffs, 

irons, hooks, or climbers. 

closure (wound closure, close)-the process in a woody plant by 
which woundwood grows over a pruning cut or injury. 

codominant stem/codominant branch-two or more branches of 
similar diameter arising from a common union and lacking a collar. 

compartmentalization-natural defense process in trees by which 
chemical and physical boundaries are created that act to limit the spread of 
disease and decay organisms. 

crown-upper part of a tree, measured from the lowest branch, including 
all the branches and foliage. 

culm-the stem of a grass or sedge, including the woody, hollow aerial 
stem of bamboo. 

decay-(1) (noun) an area of wood that is undergoing decomposition. (2) 
(verb) decomposition of organic tissues by fungi or bacteria. 

directional pruning-selective removal of branches to guide and/or 
discourage growth in a particular direction. 
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